


The availability of DFV facilities is also increasing in other courthouses such as Holland 
Park, Richlands and Pine Rivers, including improving safe room amenities and ensuring 
separate access to the courtrooms. 

Current DFV court model 

The DFV court model is multi-disciplinary and collaborative. The model acknowledges that 
the court process is a touchpoint for service delivery, and seeks to enhance victim safety 
while ensuring perpetrator accountability. The court process seeks to deter perpetrators from 
using violence, including by imposing appropriate sanctions. 

In addition to dedicated magistrates, DFV courts currently offer the following: 

• a specialist DFV court registry where specialist court staff offer support and
information;

• a court coordinator to oversee court operations, including stakeholder engagement;
• specialist police prosecutors;
• duty lawyers to provide advice and representation for both parties;
• court support workers for the aggrieved;
• support/liaison workers for the respondents; and
• access to DFV perpetrator programs.2 

Judicial education 

Since the introduction of DFV courts, professional development opportunities have been 
arranged for Queensland Magistrates on DFV related topics. Magistrates presiding over DFV 
lists attend a dedicated two-day annual DFV Conference. DFV related sessions are also 
scheduled for the Magistrates Annual State and Regional Conferences. 

In 2018, the National Judicial College of Australia delivered "Family Violence in the Court" 
training to 50 Queensland Magistrates, as part of a national roll out of training, providing 
judicial officers with specialist training regarding the nature and dynamics of family violence 
and how these should be taken into account in matters involving family violence. Lunch time 
seminars are also offered to all Queensland Magistrates presented by leading experts 
including Australian and international academics. 

Recent and ongoing investment 

While DFV matters are often unavoidably litigious and adversarial in nature, there has been 
recent and ongoing investment in funding by the Queensland Government targeted at 
improving the management of DFV matters. 

The expansion of court infrastructure and specialist facilities is crucial in supporting victims 
to feel safe to report DFV issues and to navigate the system to access redress and support. 
Funding over recent years has seen the DFV courts become equipped with additional 
security, separate entrances and exits, and safe areas. Particularly noteworthy is the 
improvement in videoconferencing facilities, which allows not only the in custody court 
appearances of defendants but also provides special witnesses including those involved in 
DFV matters with flexible options for appearing in court from secure locations. 

2 For further information see Queensland Courts, Specialist Domestic and Family Violence Court 
(2019) https://www.courts.qld.qov.au/courts/domestic-and-family-violence-court. 






